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oners; but when they reached home the chiefs liberated the
captives and sent them back to their own people. The Hurons,
so rash as to imagine that the Scioux were incapable of resist-
ing them without iron weapons and firearms, conspired with the
Outaouas to undertake a war against them, purposing to drive
them from their own country in order that they themselves
might thus secure a greater territory in which to seek their liv-
ing. The Outaouas and Hurons accordingly united their forces
and marched against the Scioux. They believed that as soon as
they appeared the latter would flee, but they were greatly de-
ceived ; for the Scioux sustained their attack, and even repulsed
them, and, if they had not retreated, they would have been
utterly routed by the great number of men who came from other
villages to the aid of their allies. The Outaouas were pursued
even to their settlement, where they were obliged to erect a
wretched fort ; this, however, was sufficient to compel the Scioux
to retire, as they did not dare to attack it.

The continual incursions made by the Scioux forced the Quta-
ouas to flee. They had become acquainted with a river, which
is called Black; they entered its waters and, ascending to its
source, the Hurons found there a place suitable for fortifying
themselves and establishing their village. The Outaouas
pushed farther on, and proceeded as far as Lake Superior,
where they fixed their abode at Chagouamikon [Chequamegon].
The Scioux, seeing that their enemies had departed, remained
quietly, without pursuing them farther; but the Hurons were
not willing to keep the peace, and sent out several hostile bands
against the Scioux. These expeditions had very little success;
and, moreover, drew upon them frequent raids from the Scioux,
which compelled them to abandon their fort, with great loss of
their men, and go to join the Outaouas at Chagouamikon. As
soon as they arrived there, they planned to form a war-party of
a hundred men, to march against the Scioux and avenge them-
selves. It is to be observed that the country where they roam
is nothing but lakes and marshes, full of wild rice; these are
separated from one another by narrow tongues of land, which
extend from one lake to another not more than thirty or forty

paces, and sometimes no more than five or six. These lakes and
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